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Repro Technology launches three new models at IPEX 98





Repro Technology, the Croydon-based pre-press integrator, has launched three new versions of its Comet RIP OPI Server platform at IPEX.





The new versions of the Comet are as follows:-





Comet Proof RIP


Consisting of an Intel Pentium CPU (300Mhz). 64 Mb of fast SDRAM. 9Gb SCSI II hard disk. Hot swap drive bays. 1.44Mb floppy drive, 8Mb PCI 64 bit graphics card. 10/100 Base-T switching PCI adapter. 34 speed CD-ROM drive. 15” monitor, keyboard and mouse. Harlequin PostScript level 2 compatible interpreter, free upgrade to PostScript level 3 when stable. NT platform 10 user license. Auto decompression of JPEG files. PDF file compatible. Over 32,000 gray levels. Job preview on-screen. Limited to 900 dpi, with stochastic screening. 





Price £5,995 or £200 per month.





Comet Elite RIP


Consisting of an Intel Pentium CPU (300Mhz). 128 Mb of fast SDRAM. 9Gb SCSI II hard disk with auto back-up. Hot swap drive bays. 1.44Mb floppy drive, 8Mb PCI 64 bit graphics card. 10/100 Base-T switching PCI adapter. 34 speed CD-ROM drive. 15” monitor, keyboard and mouse. Harlequin PostScript level 2 compatible interpreter, free upgrade to PostScript level 3 when stable. NT platform 20 user license. Auto decompression of JPEG files. PDF file compatible. Over 32,000 gray levels. Job preview on-screen. 





Price £9,995 or £388 per month





Comet RIP & OPI System


Consisting of dual Intel Pentium CPUs (400Mhz). 256 Mb of fast SDRAM. 18Gb SCSI II hard disk. 7 Hot swap drive bays with auto backup.. 1.44Mb floppy drive. 8Mb PCI 64 bit graphics card. 10/100 Base-T switching PCI adapter. 34 speed CD-ROM drive. 2 lockable drive bay doors. 2 hot swap 300W power supplies. 4 cooling fans with standby units. 15” monitor, keyboard and mouse. Harlequin PostScript level 2 compatible interpreter, free upgrade to PostScript level 3 when stable. NT platform 10 user license. Auto decompression of JPEG files. PDF file compatible. Over 32,000 gray levels. Job preview on-screen. 





Multi-level OPI, native multi-threaded application, stable windows NT platform, easy user interface, generation of EPS files in DCS format. Generation of run-length or LZW (PS level 2) high resolution images. Winfows NT print manager complete integration. Connect to any output device (AppleTalk, DLC, TCP/IP, serial, parallel). Created print queues. Workload shared across multiple processors.





Price £15,995 or £540 per month





Comet Pro RIP & OPI System


Consisting of dual Intel Pentium CPUs (400Mhz). 512 Mb of fast SDRAM. 27Gb SCSI II hard disk with auto backup. 7 Hot swap drive bays. 1.44Mb floppy drive. 8Mb PCI 64 bit graphics card. 10/100 Base-T switching PCI adapter. 34 speed CD-ROM drive. 2 lockable drive bay doors. 2 hot swap 300W power supplies. 4 cooling fans with standby units. 15” monitor, keyboard and mouse. Harlequin PostScript level 2 compatible interpreter, free upgrade to PostScript level 3 when stable. NT platform 10 user license. Auto decompression of JPEG files. PDF file compatible. Over 32,000 gray levels. Job preview on-screen. 





Multi-level OPI, native multi-threaded application, stable windows NT platform, easy user interface, generation of EPS files in DCS format. Generation of run-length or LZW (PS level 2) high resolution images. Winfows NT print manager complete integration. Connect to any output device (AppleTalk, DLC, TCP/IP, serial, parallel). Created print queues. Workload shared across multiple processors.





Price £22,995 or £776 per month





The individual Cometmodels are designed to give the maximum in terms of performance and upgradeability.





Using the latest Harlequin RIP technology enables Comet users to RIP Adobe PDF files.





Jerry Widdowson, Repro Technology’s Sales Director explains that system managers in recent installations have been rather surprised at what their Comet has been capable of: 





“We recently installed a Comet in a company which had been using a Linotype RIP 50,” he says, “One job they had on a regular basis was causing production headaches as it took nearly three hours to run. We installed the Comet and the customer was amazed to find the entire job was RIPped and sent to the imagesetter in 112 seconds!”





The Comet is designed to drive virtually every imagesetter on the market including: Scangraphic (all models), Ultre, Heidelberg/Linotype (all models including the Herkules, Quasar and SignaSetter), Agfa, Scitex and many more.





The company also takes very seriously the traffic downstream of the RIP. They recently installed a Comet RIP in Wallington-based Burrows Communications. Burrows had requested help in overcoming production bottlenecks, however every company they contacted was only interested in supplying them with a new RIP and Imagesetter.


Repro Technology looked at the whole network, which includes 25 Macintoshes and 20 PC’s and decided to split the network into two sections, with a 100base-T network and hub to increase the performance in the high resolution and scanning section.  Rather than supply a new imagesetter, Repro Technology merely installed a Comet RIP to drive the company’s Agfa Accuset imagesetter. The Comet RIP was also connected directly to Burrows’ existing 60Gb server. This solution has greatly increased network and RIP performance for a fraction of the price of a new imagesetter.





Jerry Widdowson explains: “There are a lot of perfectly good imagesetters that are being thrown into skips simply because suppliers wish to sell the customer a new system, or are unprepared to upgrade the existing equipment. What Repro Technology offer can change all that and extend the profitable life of their investment.”


 


/ends..





Information for editors





Repro Technology is one of the UK’s largest independent pre-press systems integrators. The company has over 500 installations in the UK and is a national distributor for Scangraphic and Ultre. The company has four UK offices and an office in Hamburg.
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